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PRESS RELEASE

CLOSE THE GLASS LOOP AND THE EUROPEAN
WASTE MANAGEMENT SECTOR JOIN FORCES TO
INCREASE COLLECTION FOR RECYCLING OF GLASS
PACKAGING

Brussels, 09 September 2025

The Close the Glass Loop platform grows bigger and stronger with FEAD - the European
Waste Management Association becoming its 16" European partner. This further
emphasizes the determination and commitment of the whole glass packaging value chain to
achieve a 90% glass collection for recycling rate in the EU by 2030.

The private waste management sector plays a crucial role in ensuring the effective collection
for recycling of glass packaging, making it a key enabler of this circular economy. Waste
management operators oversee that the collected glass is properly gathered, transported, and
processed, so that it meets the high-quality standards required for closed loop recycling. They
serve as an important link between households and the hospitality sector - responsible for
separate collection at source — and the recycling industry which is transforming collected glass
back into new bottles and jars.

"Joining Close the Glass Loop fits perfectly with our vision to double the EU’s Circular Material
Use Rate in this decade, in particular developing circular value chain partnerships to connect
the waste sector with industrial production’, said Paolo Campanella, Secretary General of
FEAD. 'Glass packaging is already a good example of a functioning circular economy, but
even a material that can be recycled endlessly without any loss of its properties still requires
industrial excellence in waste management to be collected and recycled’.

Through this partnership, members of FEAD will reinforce the implementation of Close the
Glass Loop’s Roadmap to Optimise the Closed Loop Recycling of Glass Packaging,
including the development of principles for good collection practices and the support for sorting
and processing technologies while driving together the use of recycled glass over virgin
materials.

'Working closer with FEAD within Close the Glass Loop will help to ensure that more glass
packaging is collected and from the collected material, more secondary raw materials are
being used in the production of new glass packaging”, stated Olivier Deweerdt, Secretary
General of FERVER (European Glass Recyclers’ Federation) on behalf of Close the Glass
Loop partners. 'With this partnership, we can give extra confidence to municipalities and
hospitality businesses to invest in the separate collection of glass packaging’.

By joining Close the Glass Loop, the members of FEAD will be working with 15 other European
partners as well as 13 national platforms, strengthening industrial excellence in waste
management and broadening the exchange of best practices on operational and practical
solutions to increase the collection and recycling of glass packaging in Europe.


https://closetheglassloop.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/CGL-Closed-Loop-Roadmap.pdf
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LINKS & REFERENCES

(1) Home - FEAD
(2) Homepage - Close The Glass Loop
(3) CGL-Closed-Loop-Roadmap.pdf

For more information please contact:

Jean-Paul Judson Paolo Campanella
Coordinator FEAD Secretary General
Close the Glass Loop FEAD

Email: info@closetheglassloop.eu Email: info@fead.be
Tel: +32 (0)486 82 39 36 Tel.: +32 27323213
About FEAD

FEAD is the European Waste Management Association, representing the private waste and
resource management industry across Europe, including 20 national waste management
federations and 3,000 waste management companies. Private waste management companies
operate in 60% of municipal waste markets in Europe and in 75% of industrial and commercial
waste. This means more than 500,000 local jobs, fuelling €5 billion of investments into the

economy every year. https://fead.be

About Close the Glass Loop

We share a common European ambition to collect more and better glass, together. Today,
76% of glass packaging placed on the EU market is collected for recycling. Close the Glass
Loop is an industry platform to unite the glass collection and recycling value chain, and to
establish a material stewardship programme that will result in more bottle-to-bottle recycling.
We aim to increase the quantity and quality of available recycled glass — so that people don’t
just recycle, but recycle more and better. By recycling more and better, we can progress on
new EU 2030 recycling targets and the UN Sustainable Development Goals, achieving
sustainable growth opportunities in the Circular Economy. See more at
www.closetheglassloop.eu
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